VISION
March 2016

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hello!
With your current board approaching the end of its term in
June 2016 , its time for all board members to buckle up and
end their tenure on the board on a high note.

Pg Topics

With Navroz approaching soon I look forward to seeing all our
members at the Navroz Jashan at OZCF on March 21 and the
grand joint ZSO-OZCF Navroz celebration on March 25 at
Apollo Convention Center.
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Membersh ip Ap plica tion

Percy Agreras Dastur
President, OZCF

EVENTS
Mar 15—19 Muktad (Fasli)

For members who have yet not paid their membership renewal
dues, I request you to kindly do it soon. We have incentives for renewals done online
via PayPal or the Electronic Fund Transfer option that takes away the worry of renewals every year.
Our Gala 2016 committee is working very hard on the mega fundraising event for the
Place of Worship and I would greatly appreciate if you could help us with identifying
potential donors, sponsors and volunteers.

Need a Mobed?

Mar 25 Navroze Dinner Dance

Our Mobeds are available to help in times of need to
offer their guidance & services to the community.
Please contact:

Mar 26 Khordad Saal, 11am

Ervad Bamj i Xerxes

(905) 70 2-1034

April 8 Farvardiyan. 7pm

Ervad Buls ara Firdosh

(905) 82 4-7692

May 1 Maidhyozarem Ghambar (F), 11am

Ervad Da stu r Mehb ad
Ervad Dh abar Jams hed

(416) 91 7-9195
(905) 81 9-0089

SAVE THE DATES
Jun 17, 2016 Black Tie Gala

Ervad Kotwal Nozer

(905) 82 0-0461

Ervad Mad an X erx es

(416) 25 4-0685

Jun 26, 2016 AGM

Ervad Pan tha ky Ja l

(905) 56 8-4946

Ervad Za rolia Kobad

(647) 88 7-9213

Mar 21 Navroze (Fasli), Jashan & Dinner 7pm

May 24 Zarthost-no-Diso (S). 7pm

The OZCF prayer room and facility is not open regularly. For
personal requests, you may contact the following:
Prayer Room
Access

Nozer Kotwal

905-820 0461
nskotwal1@gmail.com

Hall Rentals

Cyrus Gazdar

647-294 6462
cygazdar@yahoo.ca

ZRCC Coordinator

Armaity Anandasa- 905-271 0366
gar
armaity.a@gmail.com

OZCF President

Percy Dastur

416-930-9666
president@ozcf.com

Webmaster &
Facilities

Rumi Jasavala

905-257-7864
rumijas@hotmail.com
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TANYA BHARDA—A ZOROASTRIAN AMBASSADOR IN CANADA
Whether she’s leading a scout group, addressing a panel at the U.N.
headquaters or working with underpriviledged children in India, Tanya Bharda
has always lived by the Zoroastrian doctrine of Good Thoughts, Good Words,
Good Deeds.
As she prepares to pursue a Master’s Degree in International Development
Studies, Bharda hopes to continue being a true brand ambassador for
Zoroastrians in Canada. Bharda immigrated to Canada with her parents and
brother at the age of five. Known as “Jolly” because of the big smile always on
her face, Bharda was well-known at the Zoroastrian Society of Ontario where
she graduated from religion classes and the 100 Zoroastrian Scout Group. She
went on to become a Beaver Leader at the Oakville scout group at the OZCF and
is always a helping hand at community events.
Bharda graduated from the University of Toronto with an undergraduate degree in Women and Gender Studies and
Italian, and a minor in Political Science. She frequently visited India in the summers, working with various nongovernment organizations to help underpriviledged women and children – experiences that stood in stark contrast
with her rather priviledged uprbiging in Canada.
The spirit of service and engagement with the poor, however, was not new to her. The values of selflessness and
collective action had been central to her upbringing, with her family highlighting the idea of service at large. This
translated into discipline and structured work in the area of social development as she grew older. Bharda hit a significant milestone when she was invited to participate on a panel at the United Nations Women’s conference in New
York, where spoke of her experiences in India. It was at that time that she decided to return to India on a one year
sabbatical from academics to work with an NGO called the Sujaya Foundation to help underprivileged children in government schools.
Now, as she readies for her Masters, Bharda hopes to use academic knowledge to help women and children in the
future while keeping in touch with her Indian roots and living up to her Zoroastrian values.

APPEAL FOR BABY ARYANA
This is an appeal for donations urgently required towards medical expenses for a very critical stem cell transplant for
4-year old Aryana, daughter of Kaeyan and Mitra Quettawala of Karachi, to be performed very soon in a hospital in
Singapore. The Quettawalas are Zoroastrians, and the family and baby Aryana’s critical condition are well known to
many of our friends originally from Pakistan and now residing in the GTA.
In January 2015, baby Aryana was diagnosed with severe A-Plastic Anemia at the Aga Khan Hospital in Karachi. After
attempts to treat the condition in Pakistan and Iran, medical experts have decided that the best option would be to
go for a Haploidentical stem cell transplant from one of the parents, to be performed at a hospital in Singapore which
is of the very few hospitals in the world that is suitably equipped to undertake such a critical procedure. There is an
astronomical cost for this stem cell transplant, and we have a copy of a letter from the KK Women’s and Children’s
Hospital in Singapore stating that the cost could be in the range of C$250,000 or even higher.
As a registered charity, ZSO is in a position to collect donations towards Aryana’s treatment, and remit the entire
amount so collected to Parsi Lodge Charity Trust Singapore, which is a registered charity in the country where the
stem cell transplant is to be performed. ZSO will issue donation tax receipts for donations by cheque of minimum
$20.00. When sending your donation cheques made payable to “ZSO”, please mention in the memo portion or in a
cover letter “for Aryana Quettawala’s medical treatment”, and mail your cheques to The Treasurer, Zoroastrian Society of Ontario, Meheraban Guiv Darbe Mehr, Zoroastrian Temple, 3590 Bayview Avenue, Toronto, Onatario M2M
3S6
Similar appeals have gone out to several Zoroastrian associations in North America. The Quettawala family will
greatly appreciate your generosity, and we would request you to kindly give this matter your most urgent attention.
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Magic & Sparkle Gala 2016
Dear Sir/Madam:
The Ontario Zoroastrian Community Foundation (OZCF) cordially invites you to attend our Black Tie Gala on Friday,
June 17, 2016 at the Oakville Conference Centre. Ticket prices are $120 and our Galas are highly anticipated events and
quickly sell out.
The 2016 Gala’s theme is An Evening of Magic & Sparkle, and it will be a memorable experience. We will host a silent
and a live auction with sought-after and coveted items. The purpose of the Gala is to raise necessary funds to build the
first Agiary in Canada on our 10 acres of land at 1187 Burnhamthorpe Road East, in Oakville. This year we plan to surpass the previous Gala’s total proceeds.
We rely heavily on the generous contributions of people/companies like you, who care about and are an integral part
of the local community.
Contribution options include:
 Provide a cash donation (tax receipt will be issued)
 Provide sponsorship
 Donate items for our auctions
 Advertise in our Gala Program Guide
 Join us as an attendee
For information please contact Kermin Byramjee at kermin101@gmail.com or Rumi Jasavala at rumijas@hotmail.com
You can also visit the 2016 Gala Registration link on our website at www.ozcf.com
We look forward to seeing you at the gala and thank you for your continued support.
Kind regards,
Kermin Byramjee & Rumi Jasavala
OZCF Gala 2016 Co-Chairpersons

On Friday June 17, 2016
Oakville Conference Centre
Cocktails: 6:30 pm Dinner: 8:00 pm
Live Music & Entertainment | Exciting Silent and Live Auctions
Tickets $120 per person
Contact: Cawas Patel to book your tables
905-542-0237 or cawasgul@gmail.com

Your support and donations are vital towards the success
of this fundraising event.
For Details about Gala Sponsorship
Please contact Kermin Byramjee
Phone: (905) 845-3480 | email: kermin101@gmail.com
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SENIOR CORNER

YOU
HAVE A

GR EAT
STORY
W E WA NT
TO HEA R
IT

You all have been kept informed through our previous News Letters of the History Project that the Seniors Sub Committee has initiated with the University of Toronto. We hope to begin recording our material some time in April of
2016.
We all have travelled from many different countries and gathered numerous life experiences which tell the story of
our journey to Toronto. Perhaps you came to this country because of turmoil in some other part of the world. What
made you leave? What customs and traditions did you leave behind?
Gulrukh Patel, Minnie Mirza and Kermin Byramjee are working to preserve the rich and varied living heritage of our
vibrant community not only for our grand children but for generations to come.

CALL US. WE'RE LISTENING.
The University of Toronto has agreed to guide us to accomplish our goal and archive our project. We will also
keep these recorded histories in our offices next to our place of worship. What a wonderful gift from us to
posterity - our own place of worship together with our histories kept for our future generations. CONTACT
Minnie Mirza 905-825-8188 CONTACT Minnie Mirza 905-825-8188, minnie.mirza@gmail.com

YOGA AND ZUMBA
The yoga and zumba sessions will begin with a welcome lunch on 29 th March. 2016. Please mark Tuesday
mornings on your calendar to ensure that you are free to attend these fun filled healthy meetings. PLEASE
CALL MINNIE MIRZA 905-825-8188.

MAGIC & SPARKLE GALA 2016
The OZCF’s 2016 Gala theme is An Evening of Magic & Sparkle, and is sure to be a memorable experience. The Gala
will raise funds for the building of our first Agiary in Canada. We rely heavily on the generous contributions of people
like you, who care about and are an integral part of the local community. For more information please contact Kermin Byramjee at kermin101@gmail.com or Rumi Jasavala at rumijas@hotmail.com. You can also visit the 2016 Gala
Registration link on our website at www.ozcf.com

6

DOLLY DASTOOR—TRAILBLAZER IN DEMENTIA CARE
From Mumbai to Montreal, Dr. Dolly P. Dastoor has blazed a trail of leadership, achievement and compassion over several decades. Her life is guided by helping people cope with emotional suffering, supporting the empowerment of women, and making
the Zoroastrian faith relevant to the community’s youth in North America.
Dastoor is well known in the psychiatric community for her prominent work in Dementia
and Alzheimer’s disease. At a 2014 lecture on “Secrets of Successful Aging,” Dastoor said
“there are no secrets to aging gracefully. Just as being successful at anything, you have to
really work at the things that will help you age well ... Active people are generally the
happiest ones. In this way maintaining and cultivating a person’s social network is also
essential in aging gracefully.”
After obtaining a Master’s degree in Psychology from the University of Bombay, Dastoor
moved with her husband to Nigeria where she worked for the World Health Organization
as a Senior Research Fellow at the University of Ibadan. Dastoor then immigrated to Canada in 1973 to work as a Clinical Psychologist in Montreal’s Douglas Hospital, specializing
in the assessment of dementia, especially Alzheimer’s disease. Notably, while working full
-time, Dastoor completed a PhD in Clinical Psychology at Concordia University in 1998,
the same year two of her children graduated with doctorates.
Together with Dr. Marin G. Cole, Dastoor developed an important and current assessment tool, the Hierarchic Dementia Scale, by studying models of cognitive decline with
geriatric patients to obtain a prognostic and functional picture of the dementia patient.
In 2001, she set up a program in Dementia with Psychiatric Co-morbidity at the Douglas Mental Health University Institute and
served as Co-Director until retirement in 2013.
Dastoor notes she’s often asked whether she finds it depressing to work with elderly patients who have dementia but says she’s
never felt that way. “Some of the patients have gone through such tremendous hardships in their lives before becoming ill, and
in spite of it all, there is so much resilience of human spirit to be able to live, and to smile, that it’s something to envy,” she says.
“I’ve always found the work exhilarating.” Contributed by Beverley Colquhoun, Vice President, Zonta Club of Montreal.

YOUTH CORNER
Zoroastrian student group fosters sense of belonging
In the summer before Yazad Bhathena became a student at the University of Toronto, an anonymous message was
sent to an online forum for the school’s Mississauga campus asking if any Zoroastrians would like to get together and
form a student group.
A year and a half later, the 19-year-old has found himself on the executive team of the Zoroastrian Students Association, a group which he says helps foster a sense of belonging in Zoroastrian youth while also teaching others about the
community.
“Because our community is so small we don't usually get mentioned or there's not that many places to identify with
other Zoroastrians. If I were a first year coming onto a campus where there was a club for even a small number of people, I would be thrilled,” said Bhathena, who is now in his second year at university.
“Knowing that there's other people who share this particular part of my identity, it made my own transition to UTM a
lot smoother.” The group holds events over the course of the year aimed at bringing people together while injecting a
Zoroastrian element – their first “meet and greet” incorporated a trivia challenge on Zoroastrian culture alongside free
food, while an upcoming night of dinner and dancing will be timed around the celebration of Navroze, Bhathena said.
Other events have included movie nights, one of which screened a documentary on Parsi culture. The group also has an
active social media presence, often posting articles on Zoroastrian culture and community members.
Whatever the activity, the association emphasizes inclusivity in all it does and counts Zoroastrians and nonZoroastrians amongst those who partake in its events. “We just try to include everyone,” said Bhathena. “We feel our
culture has a lot to offer and anyone can be involved…Our club wouldn't be serving to its full potential if we just served
a very limited number of people.”
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RELIGION CORNER
Fasli Muktads 2016 - Prayers will be held at the OZCF from March 15 to March 19, 2016.
We would appreciate families helping with cooking the stum lunches and dinners for the five gatha days and the midnight meal on March 19. Please let us know if you are available to prepare a meal, by yourself or with someone else,
this will help us with creating the schedule. Contact Jeroo Madan at jeroomadan@hotmail.com or call at 289-9976800
We require volunteers to clean the house and the hall prior to the start of the Muktads. Clean up day is March 12, if
you wish to volunteer with the clean up please call Nozer Kotwal at 905-820-0461 or Xerxes Madan at 289-997-6800
It would be of great help when you bring the meal, to stay and prepare the stum tray and clean up afterwards. For
those families who cannot cook but can stay and clean up after the meal please let us know so we can sign you up for
those dates.
The morning meal should be at the centre by 10.30am and the evening meal by 6.00pm.
Donations of fruits, dried fruits, flowers, sukhad, loban, malido, papri, etc. are always appreciated. We also require
water, plates, serviettes, cutlery and cups. Please forward this information to friends and family.
Prayer timings will be:
Morning Stum:

March 15 - 18 at 6.30am Afringan & Farokhshi at 7.00am.

Afternoon Stum:

March 15 - 18 at 11.30am

Evening Stum & Humbundagi: March 15 - 18 at 7.00pm
March 19: Morning Stum at 7.30am; Afringan & Farokhshi at 8am; Afternoon Stum at 11.30am; Evening Stum at
7pm.
If you wish to include names of your dearly departed, make sure you fill out the appropriate form on the website and
send it to Ervad Nozer Kotwal by March 10, 2016. No names will be accepted over the telephone.
Monday March 21, 2016 - Navroze Jashan and Dinner at OZCF
Time: Jashan at 7.00 pm followed by dinner.
Price: $10 per person, Please give your names and send payment to Nozer Kotwal or Armaity Anandasagar

FIRESIDE CHAT
The next Fire Side Chat will be held on Sunday 10th April 2016 at the residence of Gulrukh and Cawas Patel. The topic for discussion will be the influence of Zoroastrianism
on other Religions.
Those wishing to attend please contact
Gulrukh Patel at 905-542-0237, or email at
gulrukh.patel@gmail.com

WORLD RELIGION DAY
The 2016 World Religion Day was celebrated on 17th January 2016 at the Milton
Sports Center. This is an initiative of the Bahai Community and has been taking
place since several years all over Canada and in many different locales in Toronto. The other Faiths that were represented were Bahai, Christianity, Hinduism, Sikhism and Islam.
Khushroo Mirza represented the Zarathushti community of OZCF, and spoke on
Zoroastrianism in the Family Tree of Religions. Given the time restrictions, he
only drew upon the parallels and similarities between Hinduism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

O N

N A VJ O T E

Congratulations to Lilah Amato who had her Navjote on June 20th 2015. She is the daughter of proud
parents Shehnaz (Pardiwala) & Joe Amato, & the granddaughter of Soli & Perin Pardiwala & Orazio &
Vincenza Amato.
O B I T U A R I E S
Aspi Divecha.
the son of Late Sohrabji and Mani
Divecha, husband of Villy Divecha, brother of
Pessi, Rohinton, Shavir, Kersi, Sami and Jal, father of
Shaun, Narius, Neville and Daniel and father- inlaw of Natalia. Aspi passed away on Tuesday
December 22, 2015.
Homi Mullan, husband of Mithoo Mullan, Father of
Villoo Bharucha and Burjis Mullan, father-in-l;aw of
Sahavir Bharucha and Farzana Mullan, Grand father of
Zubin Bharucha and Kevan Mullan. Homi passed away
on December 26, 2015
Ou r

co n d o l en ces

t o

a l l

Jehanbux (Jangu) Divecha, husband of Daulat Divecha
and brother of Dosabhai Divecha of Karachi passed away
on January 3, 2016.
Gev Panthaki, husband of Zarin Panthaki brother of
Sohrab, Dadi and late Dorab Panthaki. uncle of Mahiyar
(Mississauga) Farhad (Boston), Navaz Mehta (Mumbai)
and Pinaze Bharucha (Mumbai), grand uncle to Farhan,
Kamran, Armaan, Zaal and Sanaya Panthaki as well
as Mehrnaaz and Pakshan Bharucha and Kareena and
Tanaisha Mehta. Gev passed away on Sunday February
14, 2016.
t h e

b erea ved

f a mi l i es

2016 FEZANA AGM IN MICHIGAN APRIL 29—MAY 01, 2016
Pre-AGM Friday (April 29): Holiday Inn & Suites Farmington Hills – Novi Conference Room from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. with dinner following at Village Oaks Club House (Novi Hall) – volunteer drivers will take participants to the hall and back. Association Presentations will take place during Friday evening dinner so we can all share in our accomplishments
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) : Will commence on Saturday (April 30) from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and continue on Sunday
(May 1) from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
ZAOM GALA: Saturday, April 30 at 7:00 p.m., Farmington Hills Manor: See the attached flyer
Accommodations: Holiday Inn & Suites Farmington Hills-Novi, 37529 Grand River Avenue, Farmington Hills, MI 48335 P:
248.477.7800, F: 248.478.3799, Group Room Rate is $112 for King; $122 for double beds – breakfast included. Reservations by: Phone directly at 248.477.7800 (Ask for Monique) or on website: Holidayinn.com/farmingtonhill Special Group
Code: FRB; Group Name: FEZANA
Transportation: Gary Airport Transportation: (248) 747-0314, $40 one way
RSVP by March 1, 2016—FEZANA Administrator, Zenobia Damania, at admin@fezana.org
With number of AGM attendees & Gala guests, contact and travel information
For Further Information :
Contact Shernaz Minwalla at sjminwalla@gmail.com or (586) 216-3341
Sight Seeing : Enjoy the motor city with its museums, theaters, and restaurants.
THE HENRY FORD is home to Greenfield Village, The Henry Ford Museum, and The Ford Rouge Factory. https://
www.thehenryford.org/. In MIDTOWN within walking distance of each other, you will find: The Detroit Institute of Arts
Museum: http://www.dia.org/
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Healthy Touch
Massage Therapy
Anto Lukenda, RMT

This space is available for advertising your
product or services.
Please send email at president@ozcf.com
for more details.

Treating the Mississauga community for over 15
years. Expertise in deep tissue work, chronic
problems from muscular injuries, trigger point
therapy, and sports and relaxation massage.
2000 Credit Valley Rd. #109
Mississauga, Ont. L5M 4N4
tolukenda@hotmail.com

(905) 569-6800
www.myhealthytouch.com

For further information please contact Nilufer Mama at 416-962-2200 Ext. 4227
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CALLING ALL STUDENTS!
Searching for youth with a passion for planning! The OZCF needs young volunteers for its Youth Committee. We’re looking for
enthusiastic young people interested in helping to organize events that would attract their peers. Know someone who would be
interested? Email us at newsletter@ozcf.com
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Pre-Authorized Debit (PAD) Agreement
For Annual Membership Fees
Please debit my Bank Account Annually (attach VOID cheque) for

$40

$100

$50

$150

Youth

Single

Seniors

Family

Individuals of age 19 to
24 years

Individuals of age 25 and
below 65 years

Individuals of age 65 years
and above

Includes children up to age
18 years

Member Name:

_____________________________________________________________________

Address/Contact Information:

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________________ Date: _______________________________

This donation is made on behalf of:

________ an Individual

________ a Business

I may revoke my authorization at any time, subject to providing notice of (Payee to insert period – not to exceed 30
days). To obtain a sample cancellation form, or for more information on my right to cancel a PAD Agreement, I may
contact my financial institution or visit www.cdnpay.ca

Ontario Zoroastrian Community Foundation
1187 Burnhamthorpe Road East,
Oakville, ON. L6H 7B3
Tel: (289) 725-8484
president@ozcf.com | www.ozcf.com
I have certain recourse rights if any debit does not comply with this agreement. For example, I have the right to receive
reimbursement for any debit that is not authorized or is not consistent with this PAD Agreement. To obtain more information on my recourse rights, I may contact my financial institution or visit www.cdnpay.ca
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MEMBERSHIP FORM
January 01 to December 31, 2016

Membership Application:

New

Renewal

Membership Category / Fees
Youth

Single

Seniors

Family

Individuals of age 19 to
24 years

Individuals of age 25 and below 65 years

Individuals of age 65 years
and above

Includes children up to age 18
years

$40

$100

$50

$150

APPLICANT INFORMATION
First Name: _____________________________________

Last Name: _____________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________ Apartment No: __________________
City: __________________________________________

Province: _____________ Postal Code: ______________

Home Phone: (________) - _______ - __________

Cell Phone: (________) - ________ - ___________

Email: ___________________________________________
DEPENDANT INFORMATION
1.

First Name

___________________________

Last Name

________________________

Age _______

2.

First Name

___________________________

Last Name

________________________

Age _______

3.

First Name

___________________________

Last Name

________________________

Age _______

4.

First Name

___________________________

Last Name

________________________

Age _______

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
I (We) select OZCF as our Prime Membership Group for FEZANA membership
I (We) do not require the VISION Newsletter by post. (you must include your email address above)
I (We) would like to provide Donation. One time: $___________ or ongoing $__________ per: __________
I (We) are interested in volunteering with OZCF
Total Enclosed:

Cash: $__________ Cheque: __________ or Credit Card (paid via website): $__________
Electronic Fund Transfer: $ __________ (attach Void Cheque for annual membership fee)

I have reviewed the OZCF By-laws available on the OZCF website www.ozcf.com, and agree to abide by them.

Signature: ____________________________________

Date: __________________________

